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Expedition Chesapeake is Whitaker Center’s exciting and innovative project focusing on the range of issues facing 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  The centerpiece of this multi-faceted initiative is a captivating film for the giant 
screen, Expedition Chesapeake, A Journey of Discovery.   
 
Imagine an expanse of 64,000 square miles encompassing the largest estuary in North America captured in 
breathtaking high definition images for the giant screen over four stories tall.  This is Expedition Chesapeake, A 
Journey of Discovery.   
 
Better Stewards of Water Resources   
The film tells the story of the Chesapeake Bay through the lives of our ancestors and our neighbors. The film 
introduces families in New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia who are doing their part to protect and preserve 
the nation’s largest estuary. They don't know each other, but they are working together to understand and resolve the 
issues of water quality, climate change, land development, fragile fisheries and invasive species.  The stories illustrate 
that addressing these issues often requires action on multiple fronts. The relationships among people, plants, animals, 
land and water in the Chesapeake Bay watershed form an intricate web of interdependence as well as co-existence.  
 
Through these stories and the unique ways that Expedition Chesapeake will deliver them, we will come to appreciate 
the vital importance as well as the stunning beauty of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. We will better understand that 
our choices have an impact far beyond what we can see from our own backyard.  These seemingly small efforts to 
improve the natural spaces and water around us can improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay and can be applied to 
watersheds across the nation and around the world.   
 
The Giant Screen Film    
The stories of the Chesapeake Bay have never appeared on the giant screen.  This 
film will be the first and the film will feature a new format for giant screen films.  
Emmy Award winning Jeff Corwin will serve as our on-screen host and leader of the 
expedition.  Jeff Corwin has traveled the world as a naturalist and educator 
stressing the need to conserve our natural resources and raising environmental 
awareness.   
 
In planning for the film, Jeff commented, “I have traveled the world exploring natural 
environments, but the most important journey of my career as a wildlife biologist 
may be right here, in my own back yard with Expedition Chesapeake, exploring one of the most important and complex 
watersheds in the world.” 
 
In 1994, Corwin served as expedition naturalist for the documentary series titled The JASON Project. From 1997–1999 
Corwin hosted a show for the Disney Channel titled Going Wild with Jeff Corwin. In 2000 Corwin partnered with Animal 
Planet and Discovery Communications serving as host and executive producer of The Jeff Corwin Experience and 
Corwin's Quest. In 2007, Corwin began a new program on the Travel Channel titled Into Alaska with Jeff Corwin and 
was sponsored by CNN to be an environment correspondent for an Anderson Cooper 360 special called Planet in 
Peril.  In 2009, Corwin partnered with Defenders of Wildlife to host the documentary series Feeling the Heat. Corwin 
currently hosts and is an executive producer on the ABC wildlife adventure series Ocean Mysteries with Jeff Corwin.  
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Capturing the complex web of interactions among plants, animals, humans and natural resources will be part of the 
adventure of Expedition Chesapeake.  We have considered dozens of stories that could be included in the giant screen 
film.  The producer/director with the assistance of the project advisory panel has selected the following topics to tell the 
overarching story of this national treasure, the Chesapeake Bay.  
 

 Creation of the watershed—the geological history and geographical context.  

 The relationship between water quality and survival of the hellbender.  

 Recovery of a declining species, the river otter, related to restoration of natural habitat. 

 Lifestyles of the wet and muddy featuring the blue crab that migrates to all sections of the bay during its 

lifecycle. 

 Bird life on the bay featuring the osprey, a recovered species with the help of humans.    

 Life under the bay featuring the striped bass and the importance of the unique bay habitat for these fish. 

 History of human settling in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  

 The oyster illustrating the impact of storm water runoff after a great storm. 

 Natural beauty of the watershed in the fall. 

 Restoration, recovery and reverence—we can make a difference.  

  

Project Partners 
Whitaker Center has assembled a world-class team to develop Expedition Chesapeake.  The advisory panel for the 
film includes more than 30 noted scientists, educators and conservationists from important institutions such as the 
Chesapeake Bay Program, the Smithsonian Institution Environmental Research Center, Penn State Institutes of 
Energy and the Environment, the Virginia Institute for Marine Science, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.   
 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
Pre-production and comprehensive production plans have been completed.  Filming and production is scheduled to 
begin in spring 2018 with an anticipated public release in spring 2019.  Support for planning, pre-production and the 
early phases of production was received from Dauphin County and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The total 
budget for the pre-production planning, production and post-production of the film is $2.35 million.   At the present time, 
$1,920,000 has been committed to the film production and we are seeking an additional $430,000 to complete the 
funding.   Donations or sponsorships of $50,000 or more will receive recognition in the film credits and will receive a 
VIP invitation to the premiere presentation of the film. 

 


